[Peroperative cholangiography during laparoscopic cholecystectomy].
The aim of this study was to assess the ease and the success of a laparoscopic technique of cholangiography. Following an initial period of training to gain expertise in laparoscopic surgery, 70 patients were included in the study. Six of them had a history of suggestive choledocholithiasis. Intraoperative cholangiography was performed using an angled catheter (Judkins) and a specific tubular cannula (Olsen, Storz) designed to guide and maintain the catheter in the cystic duct. Catheterization of the cystic duct and cholangiography were achieved in 61 patients. In 3 cases, stones were found in the common bile duct. The mean duration of the examination was 11 minutes (6.21). Cholecystectomy was performed after cholangiography. No biliary injuries were observed. These results show that intraoperative laparoscopic cholangiography is easy and not time-consuming. It obviates the need for preoperative investigations looking for biliary stones and provides an excellent definition of the biliary anatomy for safety purposes.